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In short then, this is a book of considerable value, most obviously to
psychologists, obstetricians, pediatricians and others who may be called
upon to counsel prospective parents, but the enormous range of disorders
influenced by the genetic constitution of the host makes it imperative that
this book be read as a text in basic medical science. It is encouraging to
know that a comprehensive survey of human genetics such as this exists,
and it is to be hoped that this neglected field will receive more attention,
perhaps as a direct consequence of its presence.
M. S. M.
AN INTRODUCTION TO RADIATION COUNTERS AND DETECTORS. By C. C. H.
Washtell. Philosophical Library, New York, 1960, 115 pp. $6.00.
The larger part of this book is devoted to brief descriptions of Geiger coun-
ter tubes, photomultipliers, and phosphors, and to lists of counting equip-
ment taken from the catalogues of certain manufacturers in England. There
is also an introduction to radioactivity and its measurement, but this is of
little value because of the author's manner of presenting this material. The
following sentences illustrate this vague and rambling style of writing.
Discussing artificial radioactivity he writes, "At the turn of the nineteenth
century, Thomson and his followers began to break up the atom and to
postulate theories regarding its constituents based upon experimental work
which showed that the mass of an electrified body could be changed by set-
ting it in motion; the faster it moved the greater its mass became in defi-
ance of the 'unalterable-mass' concept." And then again, under the heading
radioactive decay he says "Since we know that the emanations from a radio-
active element are caused by particle disintegration and quanta radiation,
and that the decay in activity which occurs causes a reduction in the life
of the element as a radioactive substance, the rate of this decay provides a
further characteristic by which it may be identified." There is a short list
of some of the characteristics of a number of radioactive isotopes available
for experimental work. Tritium and the iron isotopes could have been
included in this because of their usefulness. The author is more at home
where he is describing equipment that he has seen and handled, but the
book is of very limited usefulness even as an introductory manual. Un-
fortunately it can not be recommended.
PAUL HOWARD-FLANDERS
QUANTITATIVE PAPER CHROMOTOGRAPHY OF STEROIDS. D. Abelson and
R. V. Brooks, Eds., London, Cambridge University Press, 1960, 103 pp.
$6.00.
This volume represents the edited proceedings of a Conference on Quanti-
tative Paper Chromatography of Steroids held in London at the Ciba Foun-
dation on 1 July 1958. The conference was undertaken under the auspices
of the Society for Endocrinology, and the edited proceedings are presented
as the eighth in a series of Memoirs of the Society.
The scientific caliber of the conference may best be illustrated by the
roster of theeighteen distinguished participants: D. Abelson, R. V. Brooks,
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